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of iron, in every village there would at least be one
blacksmith. As the profession was of vital importance the
Kammari had his place in the 12 Ayagars of the village.
He had his inam and meras from the ryots.27 In addition he
charged some money or grain for making the iron articles.
Iron was also used in building of houses. There was also
demand for the production of war weapons such as swords
and shields etc.28

KANCHARI OR ALLOY INDUSTRY :

Alloy industry was also in thriving condition.
Kanacharis of the sub-caste of Panchanamvaru were
engaged in this industry. The raw metals required were
copper, tin, lead which were available. The copper, the
bronze and the brass were useful in the preparation of
domestic utensils. The bonze which began to be used on
extensive scale in the 10th and 11th centuries continued to
flourish during the Vijayanagara period. "Regarding the
localities of manufacture" according to Appadorai" they too
had the tendency to get-established near the places of
worship where pilgrims met or near the courts and centres
of business.'129 Tirupati and Kalahasti probably might have
become famous centres for this industry.30 The industry was
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